4 Wikrio
0 KHOBAR

Continued from Page 1

were touched in other ways by the incident had simalar
thoughts,

The day afler the bombing, 55gt David Bourgeos,
3415t Medical Operations Squadron, was stopped on o ml-
itary chorter plane a1 Dhalran en route to Al Kharg., Savdi
Araban. He also heard aboaut the bombing m flight, and said
he was leary,

“I didn’t ko what to expect, and wasn'
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Arther Blalmstrom person who amived the day afier
was 55z Theresa Lashley, 34 18t Space Wing histonan
S5l Lashley, assigned to Longley Aar Foree Base, Ya.,
at the tme, amrived on June 26 and heard that there was a
bombang in Saudy howrs betore she was o depart. She sawd
she was really mervous the whols way over there,
“It was a really miense situaiton to walk mbo,” 55gt
Lashley =awd. “The first thimg

sure i there was going o bg another attack
al anedher time,” he =ad.

Whale waitimg on the tarmee moa pro-
cessing line, he said, 1 felt 8 sense of sor-
row for those servicemembers' families,
and that they had o go through something
like that.

“It detmitely mode our mission real, and
gave me a sense of what [ was domg there”

He explamed that while processing
through Dhahran, e could tell the malitary
members stationed there because thev
looked dred, and some were obviously
mnjured.

“What impressed me was that they weng
stll mussien oriented,” 5521 Bourgeos sasd. “That they
stll had encugh in them to do their pehe”

First Lt Kns Kasperck, | 2th bissale Squadron, was then
a semor pirman stotoned ot Painck AFB, Fla., but had
deploved to Kuwmt a week affer the bombmng meidend. *'1
wis @ little nervous and scared,” he sad.

Has best fniend was at Dhabran at the ime of the bombing,
bt fortumately was not mjured. He sand that as soon as he
amived te Kuwart Intemational Aurpoert, be heard intelligence
repaorts that said anedher bombing moght eccur in Kuwait,

He related an meident where he was invalved with sei-
tmg up o work area on g makeshift Mghthine of an Acmy
post m Euwait, when a third-country mational drove a truck
nsarbw, got out of the treek and left it stranded. 1 tumed
oul 1o be a benign meadent, bud 1 ¢aused everyone to evae-
uate the ansa.

wig slaned deing was cleaning
up the glass;, there was glass
evervwhers, Then we went to
winrk.”

What mmpressed her most
was how people held things
togedher.

“The lepdership, especinlly
the Tirst sergeants, were renlly
there for us,” S5m0 Lashley
zaid. “Even though 1 amived a
dav after the bombing, the
folks whoe lived through
were, alter expenencimg such
a hormible  siuwstion, still

Couresy phoio
Khobar Towers, on King Abdul Aziz
&ir Base, near Dhahran, Sawdi Arabda,
after a terrorist bomb exploded and
killed 19 Air Force members in 1986,

tsgused on accomplishing the mission and taking care of

one another — there was a real sense of camaraderne.

“Heimg deploved to Saudi, first duning the Gulf War and
then agom afier the Khoebar bombang, one thing that was
impressed upon me the most was just how imporiant train-
ing 18,7 S5 Lashley snid. 71 know sometimes i sesms as
though we trmin and tram, bt it is that very same iramimng
that wall get you through chaobic situations. [Us almost ke
autopilot kicks in and very often it can save your life.”

L4 Col Drewvnld zaid there was a lob of tension follewimg
the bombing, bot emphaszized that there was no pone. He
related that seneer officials worked hord 1o bring hack a
semse of normaley 1o day-to-day aetivities as soon as they
could, which he thought was healthy, but people remained
vigilant,

From the Amman’s Manual (Air Foree Manual 10- 1000

heere are a few anbi-terromism poants o keop in mimd:

0 Keepa low profile — dress and manmerisms should
ot draw pitention; blend m: avoid publicity, large crowds,
demonstmions and civil disturbances.

0 Beunpredictable —vary route, ime and mode of trav-
el to work; vary appearance; lef others know where you’re
going and when you plan to retum.

0 Be alent — watch for anything suspieious; don't
relense personal information; i you feel vou'ne boing [ol-
lowed go o s predetenmined =afe place; report all suspi-
crous incidents to security forees,

Mow on the davwn of the Ove-year anniversary ol the
Fohobar Towers bombing, reports earhier this weck relate
that federnl prosecutors are ¢lose to indietmg individuals
tor the meadent.

S5gt Hourgeois said he thinks an meident hke Ehobar
Towers 18 proof-positive that military members need o he
mere vigilant, and be more pware of the dangers out there,

Lt Cal Dhewald agreed. Wi have valuable assets here at
balmstrom and out in our mmassile feld that ane direedly
related 1o the defense of our country, s we con be o poden-
tal torget just hke anywhere else,” he sad.

He related that bormbings ot Khehar and Olklobhomn Ciey
shiny that Amenea 1sn't immune, especinlly inside the bor-
ders of the United States.

“We think of termoriam as semething that happens over-
spps.” Bul, “it can happen anywhere, and all of us ane
potential largets.” he snd.

I really drosve home to me that the security busimess i3
Tt A part-tme misson. Protecting vour peopls 15 a mission
praonky.”

Lt Col Dewald was impressed that everybody  pulled
iozeiher under o erisis sibuation. “Iwas probably some of the
hest teamwork that [ve seen in my Ao Foree career.” he ansd.

He ndded that he realezed that pesple aren™t alwavs
prepared. “You can't say it won't ever happen to me. You
can’t do that anymere i this world, Yoo ve got to be
ready at all tmes. A termonst attack could happen at any
time.”™
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and co-palol, lst Lt John B Beurer, hited the

bombang June 25, 1996 Those whe died ane:

Remember those airmen who died in the Khobar Towers blast

Mineteen Air Force members died iy the Khobar Towers 551 Ronald L. King: Batile Creek, Mich. Offun AFB, MNeh.
Sgt. Millard 1. Camphell, Angelton, Texas, Eglin AFH

SehcEarl Fo Cartrette Jr, Sellersburg, Ind ) Eglin AFE

flaght murse and 55g1 MeMamara into the amrcrafi
and flew 1o 584 Pamck's Hospial. Foberns was
then iransferred to Harborview Medieal Center in
Seattle lote Sunday night,

During the flight o 5 Painck™s Hospal,
THgt Dianne Meolaughling a medical fechnician
also assigned 1o the 341st Medical Group,
wirked with 55gt MeMamara and the merey
flaght murse to treat the injured hiker

Capd Christopher 1 Adams; bassapoqua Park, MY Patrick
Air Force Base, Fla.

Capt Leland T, Haun, Clovis, Calif., Patrick ATB

Mgt Michael G Heisor, Palm Coast, Fla,, Patrick AFB

MEgt Kendall B Kitson Jr: Yukon, Okla.: Eglin AFB, Fla.

TSgar Patrick P Feanig, Greendale, Wis., Eglin AFB

THanl Thanh V. Mguyen: Panama City, Fla.. Eglin AFHB

5801 Daniel B, Cafourek; Watertown, 5.0 Eglin AFH

S5l Kevin 1 Johnson, Shreveport, La; Patrick AFB

Seh Jeromy AL Taylbor, Roachill, Kan.: Eglin AFB

ANC Claristopher B, Lester; Piseville WVa, ) Wiight-Patter-
soq AFH, Ohio

ALC Brent E. Marthaler, Cambeidge, bdinn., Eglin AFB

AIC Braan W MeVeigh, Debary, Fla.;, Eglin AFR

AL Peter J. Moggera; Stratham, N.H., Eglin AFB

ALC Joseph E. Rimkus, Edwardaville, 101 Eglin AFB

AL Justin B, Woead: BModesto, Calif; Patrick AFB

AN Joshua E. Woody: Coming, Calif’; Eglin AFE




